Dealing with retinal detachment in a patient with aphakia, an Artisan lens, and an ExPress valve in situ.
To report our experience from a case with a retinal detachment in an eye with aphakia, an Artisan phakic anterior chamber lens, and an ExPress valve and describe its course after vitrectomy and gas tamponade. Interventional case report. A 65-year-old man who had previously undergone cataract extraction, Artisan/Verisyse lens implantation, and ExPress valve insertion for the treatment of aphakia and refractory glaucoma presented with a superior retinal detachment. The patient underwent a 20-g pars plana 20g vitrectomy, cryotherapy, and sulfur hexafluoride (SF(6)) tamponade. Twenty days after vitrectomy, the Artisan lens remained in place and the retina attached. Twelve months postoperatively, the situation remained unchanged. Iris-claw lenses have been introduced in 2004 as an alternative option for the correction of aphakia. Vitreoretinal surgeons face a new therapeutic challenge since data with regard to retinal detachment repair in patients with Artisan lenses are very limited. In our case, all intraoperative vitrectomy manipulations were performed without difficulty through the Artisan lens, which remained stable during fluid-air exchange as well as postoperatively, despite the movements of the gas bubble and the presence of the ExPress valve. Moreover, there was no displacement of the ExPress valve during the intraoperative manipulations of vitrectomy or dysfunction of the valve due to the existence of the gas in the postoperative period.